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THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

 

Bob Warren (1919-2003) – An Obituary 

It is with great sadness that I must report that Bob Warren peacefully passed away at 8 a.m. on November 1st after being poorly for some time. Bob had long been a staunch supporter of LCT/LBO and was one of the first to send a sizable donation to our appeal. Philip Murphy first introduced me to Bob when I was recruited to the SOG Records Committee in the late 1970s, and we used to meet at Bob’s house to scrutinize the records, whilst his wife Dorothy kept us supplied with teas and coffees. Bob was for many years, the official recorder for the SOG and was the ideal candidate to take over from Derek Moore as our County Recorder. As Editor of Suffolk Birds, I worked alongside Bob for many years and, although he was firmly from the old, pre-computer school, Bob’s record keeping was meticulous and I could guarantee that all records with cross references to correspondence would be available for my use by the end of February each year. This made my job easy. When Bob became ill he was initially taken into a care home and, in time, he agreed that it was not in his best interests for him to return to his own home therefore he realised he would be unable to keep items such as his extensive bird library, so he kindly offered to donate this to our Learning Centre. All at LBO are extremely grateful to Bob for this generous gesture. Andrew Gregory is currently administering the cataloguing of the books and it has been agreed that any duplicates of those donated by Ipswich School will be sold to further benefit our appeal (details of which will be made available in due course via the website). Those who knew Bob will mourn his loss especially his dearest friend and long-term LCT member, Philip Murphy, who helped him immensely whilst he was ill. Ironically, it was six years to the day that Bob lost his wife Dorothy and our thoughts and love go out to his sons David and Geoffrey.

 

Opening of Welfare Facilities:

The 24th October 2003 should be remembered as one of the most important days in our history as this was the day that our welfare facilities were officially opened and our Learning Centre launched. Doreen Savage, the current Mayor of Felixstowe, and our President, Muriel Beecroft jointly completed the official deeds. Muriel’s presence was particularly appropriate, as Rex (Muriel’s late husband and former LBO President and Chairman) had worked so hard to gain these facilities that would help us fulfil our dream and give us the independence we need to develop our Learning Centre. We are now some way closer to achieving this dream and, if our application for a £25,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund is successful, further work should start in April of next year (see below). The guest list for the opening was indeed impressive and included Councillors and Officers from the Suffolk County, Suffolk Costal District and Felixstowe Town Council together with representatives from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Suffolk Environmental Trust, the Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group, the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, the Heart Foyers Group, the Port of Felixstowe and Viridor Waste Management. We also gave a special invitation to our members who had made significant contributions to the project. This gave me the opportunity to thank both the people and the organisations that are helping with our developments and, to keep you all informed; the address delivered by myself at the event is repeated in full:

 

“May I please convey a warm welcome to you all and thank you for taking the time to support us today.

 

Some of you may not know our history and the vision that the Landguard Conservation Trust is striving to achieve, so I hope that you’ll allow me a few minutes to explain. Primarily, we have undertaken extensive works at this internationally important site so close to the town of Felixstowe. We have partnership arrangements to manage additional wildlife sites in Suffolk and Countries throughout the World are aware of our constant achievements. We regularly receive requests from students who wish to stay at the Observatory and we have many invitations to visit other Observatories throughout Europe, so I don’t think we are being too forward if we see ourselves as an integral part of the international conservation arena. As I have previously said, we have carried out extensive works at Landguard Point with the dream of developing these buildings into an International Study and Learning Centre and it would not be right if we did not take a little time to acknowledge the hard work that has been carried out, mainly on a voluntary basis, by our members. Renovation of some of the buildings to make them habitable began in the mid-1980s and cost around £15,000, which was predominantly provided by a Government scheme administered through the Manpower Services Commission. Up to 1994, we enjoyed an excellent relationship with our neighbours, Halls Aggregates, who operated the gravel-processing yard next door. They kindly allowed us to share their welfare facilities, which, as I am sure you will appreciate, was not ideal if you had your own call of nature in the middle of the night. It did, however, allow us to run residential courses. Unfortunately, this arrangement was swiftly curtailed as on one wild and stormy night, an incoming ship dissected the jetty that forced the gravel yard to close. This unfortunately signalled an end to our residential courses. However, our members were determined not to give up on our dream and when English Heritage decided to further renovate the buildings, we knew that this was an opportunity to aim forward to the next stage. We successfully achieved charitable status under our new name of the Landguard Conservation Trust – acting as an umbrella organisation for both Landguard Bird Observatory and the Landguard Learning Centre and we launched an appeal to raise £22,000 for much-needed welfare facilities. The success of this appeal is why we are all here today and I have a number of people to thank for helping us reach our target:

 

For Grants:

Suffolk Environmental Trust in conjunction with Viridor Waste Management; Suffolk Coastal District Council; Felixstowe Town Council; Port of Felixstowe; Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group; Suffolk Naturalists’ Society; Ipswich School (for Bird Library).

 

For Donations:

John Allport (Retired Police Officer) who, despite being shot on active service, struggled against his injuries to run a marathon on behalf of LBO to raise funds; Peter Wilson; Nigel Palk; Will Brame; Bob Warren; Justin Zantboer for sponsored bird-watch; Brian Small, Stuart Ling and Adam Kennedy for the donation of their original artwork as published recently in “The Birds of Suffolk” and the many members and friends for small donations.

 

For work on the project:

Eddie Marsh – Clerk of Works and principal plumber; Nathaniel Cant – plasterer; Brian Salway – electrician; Nigel Odin – labourer, painter and tea-boy.

 

Fundraising and Publicity:
Kathy Blackburn and Adam Bimpson.

 

As I have said, we are extremely optimistic for the future. The room in which we stand will be, by next summer, clad with interpretive material, there will be an impressive bird library and hopefully there will be desks to house computers that will be worked by young people learning about the importance of wildlife and conservation. In partnership with the Heart Foyers group of Felixstowe that caters for the needs of disadvantaged young people, we have applied for a grant of £25,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund and we are extremely hopeful that our application will receive a favourable response and, for those young people, we might be able to make a difference. Next month we will be celebrating our 21st birthday and we will be presenting our blueprint for the future to the principal funders of the Landguard Forum. We are hopeful that like many others they too will see this overall project as one being worthy of their continued support. Before I forget, I need to say a thank you to a great many people who have worked very hard to ensure that we take very good care of you all today by preparing a splendid lunch that we sincerely hope you will share with us. Which only leaves me to invite our honourable Mayor of Felixstowe, Doreen Savage, and our President Mrs Muriel Beecroft to officially open the Landguard Conservation Trust Learning Centre.”

 

On the day, time would not allow me to mention the many officers and members whose efforts made the day such an outstanding success, so I will attempt to do so now. These were Mike Swindells, who deputised for me whilst I was away in Poland just prior to the event, handling the programme, invitations and numerous other tasks, Jan and Alan Cawston and Kathy Blackburn for their help with the preparations, Jan Cawston, Gill Stannard and Kathy Blackburn for preparing such a superb lunch, Nigel Odin, Richard Cope and visiting BTO Trainer Stuart Britton for cleaning the rooms and clearing the footpaths, Adam Bimpson for a superb job with his organisation of the media and the Press Releases, Eddie Marsh for meeting and greeting and general security, Bill Mackie for sorting electrics and communications and Nigel Odin, Paul Oldfield, Richard Cope and Stuart Britton acting as guides and for completing ringing demonstrations. The birds also preformed well for us on the day treating our guests to a superb migration display. The highlights were a group of Long-tailed Tits and a Firecrest that certainly had us all swooning as well as giving us a photo opportunity with Muriel and the Mayor holding the birds prior to release. 

 

Recent BTO Ringing Permit promotions and new recruits:

Congratulations are due to Paul Oldfield who has was promoted from “C” to “A” permit status and, subject to Ringing Committee confirmation, to Cyril Burton and Edward Jackson who will also be promoted from “C” to “A” along with a Training endorsement and to Dean Backhouse who will go from “T” to “C”. Cyril, Edward and Dean achieved their promotions at the Permit holders ringing course held at Flatford Mill on 24th-26th October. The promotion of Cyril and Edward to the trainer’s panel gives us much more flexibility as trainees will now have a wider choice with regard to which Trainer they choose to work with. Our members, Jan Cawston, Gill Stannard and David Carr have joined the ringing scheme and will initially train under myself. We must all give them as much support as possible to help them progress through the scheme. 

 

Ringing Courses in 2003 and plans for 2004:

In partnership with the BTO and the Flatford Mill Field Studies Centre, a “Ringing for Beginners” course held as Flatford Mill from 29th-31st August. The course surpassed our wildest dreams and resulted in nine from the 11 participants taking steps to find trainers to take them on that would enable them to enrol into the scheme. Around 200 birds were trapped over the weekend, the highlight being a number of House Martins that were “flick-netted” as they flew through a gap in the tree line on the bank that separates the River Stour from the millpond in front of Willy Lot’s cottage. The course also included an excursion to LBO and was so successful and oversubscribed that we are planning two similar events for 2004 – one over the August Bank Holiday weekend and one provisionally for September. Our own promotions from the Permit Holder’s Course from 24th-26th October are mentioned above, but this course too was also a great success. A good selection of birds was ringed at Flatford on Friday afternoon and, although we were disappointed by the lack of migrants at Landguard on the Saturday morning, the small catch did include three Redpolls one of which was a control – ringed at Wakefield, Yorkshire, in January of this year. A few more birds, including two superb Kingfishers were trapped at Flatford on Saturday afternoon and, soon after dinner; we set off for Levington to join Mick Wright and Paul Newton for an evening’s wader catching session. The long wait in wet and windy conditions sapped moral and we were just on the verge giving up, as the tide was reaching its peak at 1.00 a.m., when a sizeable flock of waders hit the nets and soon 58 birds were duly processed. This gave good experience to the group few of whom had previously handled waders and we are so grateful to Mick, Paul and Dean Backhouse who worked tirelessly to ensure that we had a most productive evening. We were back at Flatford at 2.30 a.m. and were treated to a lay-in on Sunday morning and thankful that the clocks had been put back to give us an extra hour. The nets were up by 7.30 a.m. and we spent the rest of the day ringing at Flatford. Next year’s course will be held slightly later next year from 29th-31st October. Let’s hope that the tides and weather conditions are favourable. An additional training course that is planned for 2004, will involve pulli ringing on Orfordness. This will be completed in partnership with the National Trust and will be arranged over a long weekend on 9th-12th July to coincide with the period when we traditionally ring the gulls in the colony. Orfordness has facilities to accommodate 24 students and has an industrial kitchen. The course will be restricted to ringers wishing to gain a pulli endorsement and those wishing to enhance their current license to include more species. There will also be some places reserved for fieldworkers involved with the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme who wish to take up a ringing permit. The course programme is still very much at the planning stage but the fieldwork will include the ringing of gull chicks, nest trapping and nest finding, health and safety issues regarding ringing on or in buildings and Schedule 1 license issues. There will also be lectures on the benefits of colour ringing and progress reports from the Nest Record Scheme. Jan Cawston will handle the bookings on behalf of LCT.

 

Wader Ringing:

The increase in the number of Trainees means that we must increase our activities to give them the best training and experience possible. For some years, we have struggled to find a suitable wader-ringing site that gives both a diversity of species and good numbers and many hours of hard work have been put in with little reward. This autumn we again erected wader nets on Orfordness and although we were successful in catching a good selection of wader species, the numbers were again disappointing as many of the dykes and pools dried up during September’s drought conditions. Council therefore agreed a partnership arrangement with Mick Wright and Paul Newton that allows LCT members to ring and train with two of the most experienced and knowledgeable wader ringers in Suffolk and from the last three sessions attended by our members c.350 waders have been trapped. Mick does ask potential attendees to make contact direct with him on 01473 710032.

 

LCT Bird Library

As mentioned in previous editions of Black Redstart, Ipswich School have donated their Bird Library to be housed within the Landguard Learning Centre. This has been in storage for over 12 months and Ipswich School are anxious that we take it off their hands. It will be pointless of us trying to store the books at Landguard until we have the facilities to store them safely and with the necessary security systems in place, so Nigel Odin has agreed to use one of his spare bedrooms for temporary storage.

 

Launch of sale of paintings and drawings in “The Birds of Suffolk”
Brian Small has kindly donated his original paintings that were used to illustrate the dust jacket of “The Birds of Suffolk”, together with all his line drawings used in the book to raise money for our Learning Centre appeal. Adam Kennedy has donated a proportion of his drawings and Stuart Ling will give LCT commission on all sales. Kathy Blackburn has framed all the drawings and these were displayed as a preview at the Learning Centre launch. The paintings and drawings will be sold by e-mail auction, so if you wish to put in a bid, please forward you bid to: lbo_auction@yahoogroups.com. Bill Mackie administer the bids by creating a group e-mail to include the e-mail addresses of all bidders who will in turn be informed of the highest bid. Bidders will then get to opportunity to increase their bid if they so wish. Artwork can be viewed together with reserve prices on the LCT website www.lbo.org.uk/Art_Auction - the lot number being the page number in the book. We are also looking at the possibilities of selling a limited number of prints, the moneys raised from each sale also be put towards our appeal. The closing date from the appeal will be 31st January 2004. This appeal will also be promoted on our website and in the Christmas edition of The Harrier.

 

7th International Gull Conference at Gdansk, Poland: 16th –19th October 2003-10-27

To fulfil our commitments to the large gull study project, I was privileged to represent LCT at the above event. There were a number of lectures that were both interesting and informative and field events included visits to a rubbish tip near Gdynia and to fishing harbours on the Hel peninsula. Polish scientists have completed a lot of work on the taxonomy of larger gulls and we have been asked to catch adult gulls within the Orfordness colony and to forward biometrics to Gdansk University – a challenge for next spring! I travelled with Peter Rock, the large gull colour-ringing coordinator, and whilst in northern Poland, we took the opportunity to visit “Operation Baltic” – a ringing expedition set on the Vistula Spit with the object of catching migrants passing along the Eastern Baltic flyway. A considerable number of Robins, Willow, Great and Coal Tits, Chaffinches and Goldcrests were caught together with a Great Grey Shrike. Both Pallas’s Warbler and a Yellow-browed Warbler had been caught a day or two prior to our arrival.

Steve Piotrowski

 

Could all members and friends who receive or expect to receive emails from the LBO mailing list please send a short message to lbo@yahoogroups.com and copy it to bill.mackie@ntlworld.com. Please include your name in order that we can match email addresses to members.

 

JUSTIN’S JOURNAL

 

JUNE 2003

The highlight was the report of a White-headed Duck on Easton Broad on 9th, but it couldn’t be relocated the next day. Other rarities included a Sabine’s Gull at Lowestoft, which spent the month around the South beach area; two Rose-coloured Starlings – one in the Minsmere/Sizewell area between 11th – 15th, and one in Felixstowe on 14th, and a Kentish Plover which was seen at both Benacre Broad and Easton Broad on 28th. Un-seasonal birds included a drake Smew at Redgrave Fen on the, and a Fieldfare in Felixstowe until 3rd. A supporting cast of 1 Honey Buzzard, 2 Ospreys, 3 Spoonbills and a Roseate Tern was also noted.

 

JULY 2003

July fasts seem to be becoming a rather exciting month, this year being no exception. National rarities were abound, the best of these being a male Sardinian Warbler that was present at Dunwich on the 12th. Also noted was a Black Kite at Moulton on the 13th, a Great White Egret at Minsmere on the 24th and a Caspian Tern at Livermere on 30th. Other rarities included the over-summering Sabine’s Gull at Lowestoft and a Bee-eater seen over Dunwich and North Warren on 27th and Dingle Marshes on 28th. A supporting cast of 13 Spoonbills, 4 Red-crested Pochards, 1 Montagu’s Harrier, 1 Quail, 1 Temminck’s Stint, 3 Roseate Terns and 4 Wood Warblers was also noted.

 

AUGUST 2003

After such a good July, August had a lot to live up to! Although there was only one National rarity found, a Greenish Warbler at Gunton on 25th-26th, the quality of the county rarities was indeed impressive although it certainly helped to be in the right place at exactly the right time! The over-summering Sabine’s Gull was present at Lowestoft throughout the month; two Aquatic Warblers were trapped and ringed on Orfordness – one on 14th and one on 15th, neither of which were not relocated after release; Cory’s Shearwaters were abound, with two seen together off Orfordness on 17th, with probably one these being seen later on that day off Kessingland, one was seen off Lowestoft on 28th and then two were seen together off Southwold on 29th - I think it would be feasible to assume that all these records could relate to the same two birds; a Raven flew over Lowestoft and Flixton on 20th; a Corncrake was trapped and ringed at Dunwich on 25th, being released on the 26th and another one was seen in a net lane at Dingle Marshes on 28th; a Balearic Shearwater was seen off Southwold on 30th and a Dotterel was found at Kessingland on 31st. A good supporting cast of 1 Storm Petrel, 7 Spoonbills, 4 Ospreys, 3 Red Kites, 1 Honey Buzzard, 9 Long-tailed Skuas, 1 Puffin, 2 Wrynecks, 1 Wood Warbler and 3 Red-backed Shrikes were also reported.

 

SEPTEMBER 2003 

Quite often one of the best months of the year, this September proved to be very good although, as with August, you had to be in the right place at the right time to catch up with any of the major rarities reported. Star bird had to be a Great Snipe that was flushed from the cliff-tops at Covehithe on 13th, and then probably the same bird was relocated at Dingle Marshes on 17th. Three Greenish Warblers were reported, the first at Bawdsey on 6th, the second in Woodbridge on 9th and the third at Benacre on 29th, which may have been a Two-barred Greenish Warbler! Finally a Siberian Stonechat spent the afternoon in a cliff-top garden at Thorpeness on 14th. There were plenty of county rarities and scarcities to keep everyone on their toes though, the pick of these reported are as follows: 3 Cory’s Shearwaters, 4 Balearic Shearwaters, 1 Leach’s Petrel, 5 Spoonbills, 3 Ospreys, 1 Honey Buzzard, 2 Montagu’s Harriers, 1 Dotterel, 3 Pectoral Sandpipers, 2 Grey Phalaropes, 3 Caspian Gulls, 1 Sabine’s Gull, 1 Puffin, 15 Little Auks, 1 Short-toed Lark, 1 Richard’ s Pipit, 5 Wrynecks, 1 Bluethroat, 1 Barred Warbler, 4 Yellow-browed Warblers, 1 Red-breasted Flycatcher, 1 Rose-coloured Starling, 2 Ortolan Buntings and 2 Lapland Buntings.

Justin Zantboer

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SITES

 

FLATFORD

 

An update on our special guests
As mentioned in the previous Black Redstart, Cetti’s Warblers were thought to be breeding within the area. On the 15th June, a juvenile Cetti’s Warbler was caught and ringed, thus confirming that there were indeed some proud parents at Flatford. On the 3rd August, 2 more juvenile Cetti’s Warblers were caught and ringed, both of these birds being trapped together. This is obviously our highlight of the year so far.

 

Ringing
For June, a total of 62 were ringed of 21 species. Of these, the top 3 species were 7 Whitethroats, 3 Garden Warblers and 3 Blackcaps. July’s totals were very poor with only 28 birds being ringed of 13 species. In August, a total of 262 birds were ringed of 27 species. Of these, the top three species were 46 Reed Warblers, 43 Greenfinches and 23 Chiffchaffs. Finally, September totalled 86 birds ringed of 10 species. Greenfinch stole the show with 44, followed by Blackcap on 15 and Reed Warbler on 12.

Cyril Burton

LANDGUARD BIRD OBSERVATORY
 

June 2003 

A total of 337 birds were ringed of 21 species. Of these, the top three species were 103 Greenfinches, 101 Linnets and 39 House Sparrows. The only unusual species ringed was a juvenile Siskin on the 15th. Field observations were just as bad; the only rarity noted was an elusive Marsh Warbler on the 2nd. 

 

July 2003

A total of 482 birds were ringed of 29 species. Of these, the top three species were 217 Greenfinches, 75 Linnets and 47 House Sparrows. A single Wood Warbler was the most unusual species ringed although a Yellow Wagtail was a little odd for Landguard. Field observations were again very poor with a Marsh Harrier on the 27th being the most unusual find!

 

August 2003
A total of 484 birds were ringed. Of these, the top three species were 115 Greenfinches, 93 Willow Warblers and 89 Starlings. 2 Wood Warblers were the most unusual ringing records along with a Stonechat. A Long-tailed Skua that flew north on the 17th topped the bill in the field observation department while a Great Skua on the 25th and a Marsh Harrier on the 22nd just about kept the interest alive!

 

September 2003

A total of 297 birds were ringed of 36 species, this being the worst September ever! Of these, the top three species were 51 Starlings, 30 Robins and 22 Meadow Pipits. Not even anything unusual was ringed! A sometimes elusive Ortolan Bunting on the 3rd and 4th was the highlight of the month, another one flew south on the 26th. A juvenile Rose-coloured Starling spent the day in brambles on the 28th. Certainly a September to forget!

Justin Zantboer

ORFORDNESS

 

June 2003

A total of 187 birds were ringed of 29 species. Of these, Meadow Pipit were highest with 30, secondly Redshank with 20 and both Linnet and Reed Bunting managed 14. A Marsh Warbler ringed on the 27th was the most unusual bird ringed although 6 Pochard were notable. In the field, an Osprey and a Stone Curlew were noted as well as a Quail, which was calling from the 22nd to the 24th. 

 

July 2003 

A total of 653 birds were ringed of 29 species. Of these, Lesser Black-backed Gull topped the bill quite easily with 323, followed by Sedge Warbler with 66 and Meadow Pipit with 53. A Long-eared Owl was the most unusual bird ringed as well as a further 2 Pochard. Field sightings were relatively few and far between.    

 

August 2003 

A total of 1064 birds were ringed of 38 species. Of these, an impressive 246 Sedge Warblers were highest, closely followed by 244 Swallows and then 53 Meadow Pipits. The most unusual ringing species this month was not one, but two Aquatic Warblers, caught on the 14th and 15th. Unfortunately, although this species would be an addition to most of Suffolk’s birder’s county lists and therefore, much sort after, both of these birds were only seen by those fortunate enough to catch them! Also ringed were 1 Little Ringed Plover, 1 Ruff, 33 Whinchats and 15 Pied Flycatchers. 2 Cory’s Shearwaters on the 17th were the most notable field records.

 

September 2003 

A total of 1053 birds were ringed of 37 species. Meadow Pipits were by far the most numerous with 549, followed by Swallow with 161 and Reed Bunting with 62. Unusual birds ringed included 6 Little Grebes, 7 Kingfishers and 20 Whinchats. There were few other birds worthy of note. 

Justin Zantboer

 

RECENT RECOVERIES 

 

	Black-headed Gull
	 
	 
	 

	EP28581
	Ringed
	17.12.88.
	Bramford Landfill, near Ipswich, Suffolk

	 
	Shot
	06.05.03.
	Kozlovo, Kalinin, Russia (56.30N 36.17E) – 2332km ENE.

	 
	 
	 
	 

	EP74163
	Ringed
	13.10.90.
	Bramford Landfill, near Ipswich, Suffolk

	 
	Field Record
	11.03.03.
	Konin, Poland (52.12N 18.12E) – 1169km E

	 
	 
	 
	 

	EP74495
	Ringed
	13.10.90.
	Bramford Landfill, near Ipswich, Suffolk

	 
	Controlled
	01.05.03.
	Pildammsparken, Malmo, Malmohus, Sweden (55.35N 13.00E) – 872km ENE

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Song Thrush
	 
	 
	 

	RW04406
	Ringed 
	13.10.02.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Freshly Dead
	07.05.03.
	Nummela, Uusimaa, Finland (60.20N 24.19E) – 1673km ENE

	There have only been four previous GB ringed Song Thrushes recovered in Finland!

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Blackbird
	 
	 
	 

	CF63231
	Ringed
	22.10.02.
	Landguard Point, Suffolk

	 
	Freshly Dead
	19.03.03.
	Sint Kruis, Zeeland, Holland (51.16N 03.30E) – 168km ESE

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Magpie
	 
	 
	 

	ER22397
	Ringed
	05.03.02.
	Landguard Point, Suffolk

	 
	Freshly Dead
	13.05.03.
	Highfield Stile, Braintree, Essex – 53km W

	An unusually long movement for a Magpie!

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Reed Bunting
	 
	 
	 

	P933028
	Ringed
	02.10.02.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Controlled
	04.04.03.
	Hoo St. Werburgh, Kent – 101km SW


Mike Marsh

 

 

 

HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR GIFT AID FORM YET?

 

 

INSECT SUMMARY 2003
 

In common with just about everyone else vast numbers of Painted Ladies were seen in early June. Seven single Clouded Yellows were noted 24th July to 4th October. A Wall Brown on the 1st June was the only one noted all year. An unexpected addition to the Landguard list was a Purple Hairstreak in the Holm Oaks from 9th to 20th July. Migrant dragonflies were not noted in exceptional numbers with a dispersing Black Tailed Skimmer 15th August and Southern Hawkers 20th & 21st August. A male Banded Demoiselle 25th June was an addition to the site list; a strange site early morning on a small pond in the Heligoland trap of a species normally associated with clear flowing water. 2003 was a remarkable year for rare migrant moths. The second & third British records of Pale Shouldered Cloud were caught 6th May and 3rd June. Also unexpected were Gypsy Moth 16th July and Marbled Grey 20th July. A total of five Tree Lichen Beauties were noted on six dates 8th July to 6th August with one distinctive individual turning up in the traps twice despite my best efforts to release oddities as far from the traps as possible. Colonization looks imminent as it is for L-album Wainscot with five noted from 3rd September to 9th October. Small Mottled Willow has only been noted here rarely over the years, this year ten were caught 23rd June to 2nd October. The sites second and third ever Golden Twin-spots occurred 19th August & 19th September. A Spurge Hawk-moth 25th & 26th June was thought to be a first site record but referral to South (1943) noted the species recorded here almost 150 years ago! Other “traditional” migrants include Diamond-backed Moths from 24th April to 16th October with a peak count of 236 3rd June, Silver Y’s from 4th May to 19th October with a maximum of 656 6th August on the following date 300+ were present on the only Buddleia bush in the bird observatory compound. How many thousands came in on this date is open to speculation. Rush Veneer was noted from 24th May to 19th October with a peak count of 343 2nd October on which date the only Udea Ferrugalis of the year was noted. Single Scotia adelphia were trapped 17th & 20th June. A total of 92 Dark Sword Grass were noted 9th May to 7th September, 21 Pearly Underwings 21st June to 1st October, 29 White Point 24th May to 1st September and 13 Bordered Straw 8th July to 28th August. Single Scarce Bordered Straw were recorded 15th August, 21st & 26th September & 4th October, Convolvulus Hawk-moths 17th June & 1st October and White Speck 19th September. Several Hummingbird Hawk-moths were noted on the nature reserve with individuals in the traps 26th July & 13th October more unexpected. Other macro additions to the ever-growing site list were Lead-coloured Drab, The Tissue, Northern Drab, Black Arches and The Rivulet. More unexpected were regular records of Ash Pug from 3rd to 23rd August plus a later one 2nd October. This later one was confused as a Wormwood Pug and I wonder whether I have been overlooking Ash Pug in the past. Many micros were added to the site list as a result of the purchase of more books and help from Jeff Higgott in identifying some of the groups that I have struggled with (or ignored) in the past. One I will mention is the RDB (red data book) species Leek Moth on 11th October, which occurred during strong easterly winds and is presumably an immigrant from the continent. Other RDB species include a total of 44 Melisoblaptes Zelleri 22nd June to 8th August, 3 Ethnia Bipunctella, 5 Ground Lackeys, 10 Sandhill Rustics but rather disappointingly only 1 Tawny Wave. Only two Agonopterix Curvipunctosa were noted on 12th April and an unseasonable one on 13th July. The BAP (biodiversity action plan) species Lunar Yellow Underwing on 13th & 21st September were presumably dispersing individuals from populations nearby on the Suffolk Sandlings. Many species lingered later in the season or possibly had extra generations this year as a result of the mid-summer temperatures that continued until the end of September with, for example, a late Least Carpet 11th October. Apart from records of butterflies, dragonflies & moths records of other insects were almost non-existent although good numbers of Hornets were noted in the autumn. Annual reports and a systematic list for 2003 will be available on www.lbo.org.uk when I get round to writing them. Anyone who wishes to see the moth traps being emptied is welcome to get in touch.

Nigel Odin

 
 

THE WINNER OF THE FRIEND’S DAY BIRD QUIZ

 

Congratulation’s to Jan Cawston, who was the only person with all the correct answers. Thanks to everyone who took part & returned his or her forms - the feedback was that it was great fun to do, so look out for the next one! Our sincere thanks to Jean Marsh who prepared the quiz that caused so much laughter on the ‘Friend’s Day’.

 

Full List of the Answers to the Open Day Bird Quiz:

 

	1.
	This will make the girls hair curl
	Roller
	26.
	Large breast
	Great Tit

	2.
	Raffle die
	Fieldfare
	27.
	Clear ice pail
	Capercaillie

	3.
	A thief does this but not out
	Robin
	28.
	Royal male angler
	Kingfisher

	4.
	Dirty chimney sweep does a twirl
	Sooty Tern
	29.
	Early morning call
	Crow

	5. 
	Cut it and add an E
	Snipe
	30.
	007 film
	Goldeneye

	6.
	Sir Lancelot is one in wind
	Nightingale
	31.
	Grass is this but does not flinch
	Greenfinch

	7.
	Scarlet flyer
	Red Kite
	32.
	He is a namely wizard
	Merlin

	8.
	Sexy dancer meets aeroplane arm
	Lapwing
	33.
	Tin Tins hair takes evasive action
	Tufted duck

	9.
	Tie up boat to female
	Moorhen
	34.
	Dash about side of building
	Gadwall

	10.
	Selling a bus
	Sabine’s Gull
	35.
	Bridge or tunnel this crossing is noisy
	Dartford Warbler

	11.
	This famous Como has a happy face
	Peregrine
	36.
	Lose other draw
	Short-eared Owl

	12.
	Got ones teeth into a seabird in the reeds
	Bittern
	37.
	Big in the sky and below water
	Dipper

	13.
	Something for your spare time
	Hobby
	38.
	Not Tony or Dean this ones close to home
	House Martin

	14.
	This blushing bird has a famous drink
	Red Grouse
	39.
	From a higher place this humour comes
	Godwit

	15.
	You do this when you eat and drink
	Swallow
	40.
	Sounds like a Spanish dance
	Flamingo

	16.
	Large’s partner is a wise old bird
	Little Owl
	41.
	Golden Carpenters tool
	Yellowhammer

	17.
	A place to avoid on a golf course
	Ruff
	42.
	Its name is in the crooked style
	Rook

	18.
	A grey nag
	Garganey
	43.
	You get first place for this talk
	Whinchat

	19.
	I once appeared on a farthing but not a penny
	Wren
	44.
	A small variety of orange
	Mandarin

	20.
	Initially tenth and takes eggs
	Jay
	45.
	Dotty clasp fetcher
	Spotted Flycatcher

	21.
	Pebble talk
	Stonechat
	46.
	Husk and a small measure
	Chaffinch

	22.
	Half of this Strangler’s hit is 2 under par
	Golden Eagle
	47.
	Add si to your flesh
	Siskin

	23.
	For our feline friend its time to get up
	Kittiwake
	48.
	Gusty gas
	Storm Petrel

	24.
	Amongst the clouds there is high jinx
	Skylark
	49.
	Quietest of the Queen’s birds
	Mute Swan

	25.
	One flew over the nest
	Cuckoo
	50.
	You can pick up this bird
	Penguin


 

Eddie Marsh

Announcements
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 “GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW”

 

We sincerely hope that all friends and members will not be offended when they find enclosed with their newsletter a number of Christmas raffle ticket books which we would be most grateful if you would sell on behalf of Landguard Conservation Trust. Our aim is to raise a proportion of the funds needed to pay next year’s ringer warden to allow us to continue our good works. So please sell them with pride, assure your work colleagues, family and friends that the prizes will be excellent and we wish each and everyone Good Luck! Please note that the left hand side of the tickets will need tearing off once you have placed the person's name and contact number on it, then please return them with the appropriate monies to Kathy Blackburn, 29 Churchfields Road, Long Stratton, Norwich R15 2WH. If you feel that you can sell additional books, Excellent!  Then again please contact me direct on 01508 531115. 

 Kathy Blackburn
	 
	 

	 
	 


 

 

 

 

LITTER PICK DATES

 

Please meet at the Education centre at 9.30am to collect your litter pickers and black bags. Please remember how important to the Observatories survival these beach cleans are! Refreshments will available after each litter pick in the Observatory and of course, we now have a toilet too!

 

Saturday 8th November

Saturday 13th December

Saturday 27th December
 

