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THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

 

Welfare Facilities and Learning Centre:
Following the fantastic news of our successful lottery bid, we are now busily planning the year ahead and, if all goes well, we will have rooms filled with interpretive material, an impressive bird library and desks to house computers by the autumn. The work will be carried out in conjunction with our partners the Heart Foyers group of Felixstowe that caters for the needs of disadvantaged young people. We have a number of health and safety issues that Nigel (our Health & Safety Officer) and myself are addressing before the young people are allowed on site and progress on Risk Assessments and Inductions are well underway. A lot of the interpretive work can be completed off site, but due to the hazardous nature of the Right Battery, the young people will need to be strictly supervised whilst they are working at Landguard. It is envisaged that on-site attendance would be no more than one day a week from May until October and we are looking at the best method of providing this supervision. Council has also agreed to employ a Field Officer from the end of March through to November and, hopefully, he will be able to fill in behind Malte on such tasks as species protection.  To meet our objectives, we’ll need as much help as possible, so please take note of Mike Swindells’ request for members to assist with this project and with other essential work needed to ensure our future. As I have said many times previously, currently there is too much work falling on too few shoulders! Eddie will recommence work on the finalisation of our welfare facilities in March. We will this time be concentrating on the Mess Room area and hope to have the work complete before work starts on the Learning Centre in May. We still need to persuade an independent benefactor to contribute £500 to release a further £5,000 of Landfill Tax money currently being held by the Suffolk Environmental Trust. We are hopeful that the Port of Felixstowe will again come to our aid and help us finish this part of the project.

 

Security

It is unfortunate that we are still experiencing burglaries at the Bird Observatory with two incidents this year already. There is evidence that the intruders stayed the night. The downside of the development of a Learning Centre is that the more we develop, the more attractive Landguard would become to thieves. There is already an urgent need to have a 24-7 presence on the peninsula and the employment of a Field Officer (see above) with “Night Watchman” duties in his Contract will help us in this quarter. Nevertheless, I ask all members to be extra vigilant and to immediately report any incidents to the Police. 

Questionnaire

As your Chairman, I am anxious that the decisions made by Council reflect the wishes of you the LCT members and the events organised have your support. Therefore, I should be grateful if you would take the time to complete the enclosed questionnaire to give Council the necessary guidance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Christmas Draw

LCT’ s Christmas Draw was an outstanding success and thanks to you all who bought tickets. The percentage take up by our own members was amazingly high. The sale of tickets culminated in Kathy, Jan and myself selling tickets in the foyer of Safeway’s Supermarket in Felixstowe, Kathy dressed up as Bugs Bunny, Jan as Mother Christmas and myself as Scooby Doo. We raised a total of £663.38 that will be put towards the costs of the employment of our Field Officer (see above). We also learnt a number of lessons that will help us be even more successful when we repeat the event towards the end of this year. The full list of winners is as follows:

 

Ground-nesting shorebirds report

Nigel prepared a report that detailed the sorry state in which we find the ground-nesting birds at Landguard. The report detailed the brief history of the principal species that have regularly bred on the peninsula (Little Tern, Ringed Plover and Oystercatcher) and their fate in recent years. There were also a number of recommendations regarding the warden ship of the reserve, particularly during the breeding season, and some flexibility of the fencing regime around sensitive areas. It has always been our policy to work closely with SWT to ensure maximum success for our breeding birds and this policy will continue. 

 

Sale of paintings and drawings depicted in “The Birds of Suffolk”
Finally, as stated in the autumn edition of Black Redstart, Suffolk artists have kindly donated their original paintings and drawings that were used to illustrate “The Birds of Suffolk”, to raise money for our Learning Centre appeal. We are also looking at the possibilities of selling a limited number of prints, the moneys raised from each sale also be put towards our appeal. The response to date has been relatively poor with only one offer above the reserve price. Further details and bidding arrangements can be found on the following Landguard Website: lbo_auction@yahoogroups.com. Bill Mackie will administer the bids by creating a group e-mail to include the e-mail addresses of all bidders who will in turn be informed of the highest bid. Bidders will then get to opportunity to increase their bid if they so wish. Artwork can be viewed together with reserve prices on the LCT website www.lbo.org.uk/ArtAuction - the lot number being the page number in the book. The closing date from the appeal will be 31st May 2004. 

Steve Piotrowski

 

HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR GIFT AID FORM YET?

 

 

JUSTIN’S JOURNAL

 

October 2003

What a month, October certainly started with a bang! A pale phase Eleonora’s Falcon was seen by one lucky observer over Reydon on the 3rd, constituting the first Suffolk record, and then seemed to have been relocated during the afternoon at Benacre Broad before being re-identified as a rather dark Hobby! Strangely enough, on the 9th October, a report of an Eleonora’s Falcon over the North Marshes at Minsmere on the 3rd also came out! Whether or not this second report was genuine is anybodies guess – I personally remain highly doubtful! Hot on the heels of this came, another cracking rarity – literally, in the shape of a Nutcracker at Trimley Marshes on the 13th. Unfortunately, three observers only saw this individual poorly although a fourth, unknown person also reported it! Also on the 13th, a Radde’s Warbler spent the day in Lowestoft. On the 16th, an adult American Golden Plover that was confiding on the Norfolk side of Breydon Water, finally gave itself up and flew into fields on the Suffolk side on the 16th and continued to do this until the 20th, constituting the first Suffolk record whilst allowing a few County listers a valuable tick. This was followed by another first, and then incredibly enough, a second for Suffolk when two Hume’s Yellow-browed Warblers were found; the first at Sizewell on the 18th, staying until reportedly the 23rd and the second at Southwold on the 20th, staying until the 27th. Also particularly noteworthy was the sea watching on the 12th / 13th. At least three Cory’s Shearwaters and at least ten Leach’s Petrels were seen from Landguard to Lowestoft as well as a Balearic Shearwater off Southwold, several Sooty Shearwaters, including twenty five off Lowestoft and two Grey Phalaropes on the 12th whilst on the 13th, two Cory’s Shearwaters and several Leach’s Petrels, including 12 off Southwold, were noted between Landguard and Southwold. The county was also abounding with landward lesser rarities, the highlights of these including a Pectoral Sandpiper, 4 Red-breasted Flycatchers, 1 Barred Warbler, 2 Siberian Chiffchaffs, up to 14 Yellow-browed Warblers and as many as 10 Pallas’s Warblers.

 

November 2003

Winter in Suffolk just wouldn’t be the same nowadays without the now seemingly annual Ferruginous Duck at Minsmere, which turned up this year on the 3rd. Then, incredibly on the 4th, another first for Suffolk (the fourth of the autumn!) turned up at Levington Lagoons in the form of an American Buff-bellied Pipit! Unfortunately, it was only seen for 15 minutes or so before being re-found on the 5th (I’m happy to say by yours truly); unfortunately only being on view for 20 minutes before disappearing, never to be seen again! Also on the 4th, a Penduline Tit was caught and ringed on Orfordness but wasn’t seen again after release. Landguard finally produced a national rarity on the 8th, when an Arctic Redpoll was found but unfortunately, this bird only allowed rather brief and poor views. Finally, a White-winged Lark was reported from Lowestoft on the 30th. I have to say with tongue in cheek that I would be surprised if this wasn’t a Snow Bunting catching somebody of guard but who knows? Other lesser rarities reported included 3 Common Cranes, 1 Richard’s Pipit, 1 Siberian Chiffchaff, 2 Yellow-browed Warblers, 3 Pallas’s Warblers and a Raven.

 

December 2003

The month began and ended, as Decembers should do to give us all a well-earned break – quietly! The Ferruginous Duck at Minsmere was seen throughout the month whilst a lingering Yellow-browed Warbler on the 1st in Beccles was the last reminder of a fantastic autumn. An adult Black Brant was reported from Trimley Marshes on the 26th. Other wintering scarcities reported included 1 Great Northern Diver, 3 Slavonian Grebes, 2 Red-crested Pochards, 1 Long-tailed Duck, 4 Smew, 1 Red Kite, 3 Pomarine Skuas, single Glaucous and Iceland Gulls, 1 Puffin, up to 4 Long-eared Owls, a scattering of Waxwings including flocks of 75 at Martlesham and 70 at Shottisham, a flock of 72 Twite and 1 Lapland Bunting.

Justin Zantboer

 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SITES    

 

FLATFORD

 

Ringing
For October, a total of 235 birds were ringed of 19 species. Of these, the top 3 species were Greenfinch 87, Blue Tit 35 and Great Tit 29. For November, a total of 130 birds being ringed of 20 species. Of these, the top 3 species were Greenfinch 53, Blue Tit 18 and Blackbird 16. Finally, in December, a total of 38 birds were ringed of 11 species. Of these, the top three species were Greenfinch 13, Blue Tit 8 and Song Thrush 4. This brought the year’s total number of birds ringed to 1110, of 46 species. Of these, Greenfinch led the way with 259, Blue Tit managed 142 and Great Tit finished on 98. The ringing courses went well as we continuously strive to put the LCT / FSC partnership on the map. After each course, we are filled with enthusiasm to try different methods of catching birds; this resulted in 14 House Martins being flick-netted, these being the first to be caught at Flatford. We have also caught Mute Swan, Magpie and Jackdaw, but the highlights were the Cetti’s Warblers, with 5 being ringed and 1 controlled. Of the ringed birds, 3 were juveniles that were believed to have hatched out at Flatford.

Cyril Burton / Justin Zantboer

 

LANDGUARD BIRD OBSERVATORY

 

October 2003

Ringing certainly saw no improvement from September with only a meagre 709 birds ringed of 34 species. Blackbird topped the pile with 102 but to be honest, this total could easily have been ringed in a day in years gone by! Second highest was Greenfinch at 78 and, Lesser Redpoll impressively, totalled 73. The big absentee of the month was Robin! The most rare bird ringed was a single Yellow-browed Warbler on the 3rd, remaining until the 6th, although a Treecreeper, which was probably of the nominate (Scandinavian) race was a first for the Obs. on the 18th. Also 3 Continental Coal Tit (15th, 17th-18th and 20th) and 18 Firecrest were ringed. Seawatching dominated the observations as the usual large southerly Pipit and Finch movements were almost non-existent. The period from the 12th – 14th was by far the best with Cory’s Shearwater, a first for the Obs., being noted on all three days; other seabirds noted included 1 Red-necked Grebe, 15 Sooty Shearwaters, 8 Leach’s Petrels and 2 Pomarine Skuas as well as several Great and Arctic Skuas. Other oddities noted included a Black-throated Diver on the 8th, single Marsh Harriers on the 4th and 24th, 2 Jack Snipe on the 9th, a Long-eared Owl on the 19th, a Waxwing on the 31st and a Tristis Chiffchaff on the 10th.

 

November 2003

Ringing was fairly predictable although quite reasonable totalling 315 birds of 24 species. The top three species were Blackbird with 70, Greenfinch with 67 and Lesser Redpoll with 33. A Water Rail was probably the most unusual bird ringed although 12 Common Redpolls was an outstanding total. This was a record year for both the Redpolls, so rather unsurprisingly; the star bird of the month and indeed the autumn was an Arctic Redpoll that was present for about ten minutes on the 8th. Other observations of scarce birds included a Great Northern Diver on the 9th, a Goosander on the 7th, single Hen Harriers on the 6th and the 13th, a Long-tailed Skua on the 20th, a large Pipit sp. on the 13th and a Waxwing on the 17th.

 

December 2003

The ringing was very quiet for this month, as it always is at this time of year unless we have a particularly hard, cold snap! A total of 23 birds were ringed, of 4 species. 22 of these were made up of 22 Greenfinch, 7 Blackbird and 5 House Sparrow. This brought the ringing total for the year to 3539 birds, of 62 species, our worst ever total! Observations were just as quiet as coverage is always at its minimum. However, a Black-throated Diver was noted on the 8th, single Shags were seen on the 1st, 23rd and 24th, a Pomarine Skua offshore on the 6th whilst a white-winged Gull, probably an Iceland Gull, was noted following ships on the 22nd. 

Justin Zantboer

 

ORFORDNESS

 

October 2003

Ringing produced a total of 379 birds, of 29 species. Of these, the top three species were Meadow Pipit with 105, Reed Bunting with 78 and Blackbird with 40. A Pallas’s Warbler was the most unusual ringing event on the 21st. Other oddities ringed included a Little Grebe, 1 Nightingale, 5 Bearded Tits and 11 Firecrest. The sea watching from the 12th to the 14th mostly dominated observations. 2 Cory’s Shearwaters were seen flying north on the 12th, as were 2 Sooty Shearwaters and 2 Blue Fulmars while single Leach’s Petrels were noted on all three of the days. Other highlights included 3 Bewick’s Swans south and a single Pale-bellied Brent Goose north on the 5th, single Common Buzzards on the 4th and 25th, a Pomarine Skua north on the 4th and a late Nightingale on the 24th. 
 

November 2003

A total of 216 birds were ringed, of 23 species. Of these, the top three species were Reed Bunting with 63, Greenfinch with 36 and Meadow Pipit with 32. A Penduline Tit was by far the best bird ringed on the 4th. Other oddities included 3 Little Grebe and 2 Rock Pipit. Observations included a Rough-legged Buzzard on the 11th, 2 Great Skuas north on the 2nd, a late Swallow on the 9th and a very late Yellow Wagtail on the 16th. 8 Shorelarks were also present throughout the month as were 2 Merlins, 2 Peregrine Falcons, and both a single Greenshank and Spotted Redshank.

 

December 2003

The only ringing managed was that of 3 Little Grebes. This ended the year with 3888 birds being ringed, of 82 species. Observations were fairly poor!

Dave Crawshaw / Justin Zantboer

 

RECENT RECOVERIES 

 

	Med. Gull
	 
	 
	 

	E900152
	Ringed
	05.06.01.
	Zandvliet, Antwerpen, Belgium (51.22N 04.18E)

	 
	Field Record
	19.02.02.
	Landguard Point, Felixstowe – 216km WNW

	 
	Field Record
	02.01.03.
	Landguard Point, Felixstowe

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lesser B-b Gull
	 
	 
	 

	Red DSY
	Ringed
	19.07.97.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Field Record
	06.12.03.
	Newbury, Berkshire

	 
	Field Record
	14.12.03.
	Carino, La Coruna, Spain (43.45N 07.52W)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Blackbird
	 
	 
	 

	RP70473
	Ringed
	06.01.01.
	Landguard Point, Felixstowe

	 
	Freshly Dead
	26.11.03.
	On FINO 1 platform, 60km N of Borkum, North Sea (54.00N 06.35E) – 421km ENE

	 
	 
	 
	 

	L161213
	Ringed
	12.10.02.
	Berkeplas, Schiermonnikoog, Holland (53.29N 06.11E)

	 
	Controlled
	30.10.02.
	Landguard Point, Felixstowe – 371km WSW

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sedge Warbler
	 
	 
	 

	P933297
	Ringed
	28.07.03.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Controlled
	06.08.03.
	La Mare, Vauville, Manche, France (49.38N 01.50W) – 362km SW

	 
	 
	 
	 

	P934131
	Ringed
	05.08.03.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Controlled
	11.08.03.
	Sieperdascor, Zeeland, Holland (51.21N 04.13E) – 200km ESE


 

Recoveries of British-ringed Sedge Warblers in Holland are surprisingly scarce, up to the end of 2002; only 10 had been recovered there.

 

	Reed Warbler
	 
	 
	 

	P932418
	Ringed
	21.09.02.
	Orfordness, Suffolk

	 
	Controlled
	24.06.03.
	De Haan, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium (51.17N 03.02W) – 135km SE

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Goldfinch
	 
	 
	 

	P142777
	Ringed
	31.10.00.
	Landguard Point, Felixstowe

	 
	Controlled
	27.10.03.
	Bourne, Lincolnshire – 148km NW


Mike Marsh

 

NIGEL’S CORNER
 

MOTH NEWS
 

Justin has asked me to write a bit for this newsletter. To be honest the winter period is a bit of a non-event in the whole of the insect recording department. We carried on with the moth traps until the end of November with the number of creatures caught after mid month very small with none at all caught in the last week. Of more note at this time of year is the identification of a number of “micro” moths that were saved for identification during the year. Amongst these were nationally notable examples of Platyedra subcinerea and Luguetia lobella as well as various others with obscure unpronounceable Latin names. Another addition to the sites “macro” moth list was the identification of a Small Rufous from 18th June. This species feeds on several species of rushes in fens and marshes. Apparently it never wanders far from its food plants. Obviously this individual just went walkabout and we were not expecting it to turn up at Landguard. Moth trapping will start again in early March and will continue until the end of November. Anyone who wishes to witness the traps being emptied is welcome to come on down. Traps are emptied fairly early in the day usually prior to 9 am after which the moths are released back into the wild. It can take less than ten minutes to empty the traps on a cool spring day but in the height of the season in July the procedure of emptying the traps plus identifying all the moths can take in excess of three hours (my record is five hours). Anyone who wishes to get in touch with me can try the following ways: By post to Nigel Odin, Landguard Bird Observatory, View Point Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 3TW Email: landguardbo@yahoo.co.uk Phone: 01394 673782 (mornings best bet).

 

WEATHER 2003

 

John Rowlands has been recording the weather for nearly forty years at Landguard and, after his retirement, in nearby Langer Road, Felixstowe. Last year the rainfall total was a mere 414.5 mm (that’s just over 16 inches in English). In only four of the previous forty years was it drier (1972, 1973, 1991 & 1996). The winter months of February and March were very dry for winter months with the driest month being August when only eight mm of rain fell. The coldest nighttime temperature recorded was minus 2.6 degrees Celsius in January and the hottest day a sweltering 31.1 degrees Celsius in August. In summary, as you can probably remember, the winters at both ends of the year were mild, the summer was hotter and longer and the wet stuff was in short supply.

Nigel Odin

 

SPRING CLEARANCE SALE – All stock must go! We have sweatshirts for £8.00 and T-shirts for £4.00. That’s almost half price folks! Available in blue, we have 2 medium and 1 small sweatshirt and in the grey, 2 large, 4 medium and 2 small sweatshirts and 3 extra large and 3 medium t-shirts. All items are of the highest quality and have the highly fashionable and now much sort after LBO logo on them. Contact Nigel Odin as quickly as possible to take advantage of this once in a lifetime extravaganza! 

 

 

PROGRESS AT LANDGUARD

 

At the beginning of December we heard that our Heritage Lottery Fund application under the “Young Roots” scheme has been successful.  This project will create an Information Centre, with displays and interactive computer graphics about migration and other topics relevant to Landguard.  The Centre will also hold an ornithological reference library, which has been donated to us.  The project is part of our drive to become more open to the general public, and implementation will commence in spring. Meanwhile there is a lot of up-front planning detail to be carried out, and this will stretch our existing volunteers.  Therefore we are looking to more members and friends for help.  Many people are understandably reluctant to involve themselves in long-term general commitments, but this project has a variety of tasks, which are self-contained, with a clear end-point.  Here is a list of tasks we need to cover.

 

1. 1.       Obtain details and pricing of display stands.

2. 2.       Obtain details and pricing of library shelving, amount and size necessary, and recommendation of purchase or self-construction.

3. 3.       Investigate storage conditions (temperature and humidity) needed for books.

4. 4.       Availability of Library Catalogue computer systems. This does not need a high level of computer knowledge.

5. 5.       Obtain information on latest security devices and methods.

6. 6.       Layout and the situation of visitor information/direction boards throughout the observatory.

7. 7.       Research of existing interactive display software availability (e.g. Natural History Museum, RSPB).  This does not need a high level of computer knowledge.

8. 8.       Design of appropriate interactive software - this does need some specialist computer knowledge, such as PowerPoint.

9. 9.       Carry out Risk Assessment – currently to be done by Steve Piotrowski and Nigel Odin, in conjunction with Malte Iden. These people are overloaded, and we might have someone capable amongst our Friends.

 

On all of the above tasks, an outline of our initial ideas can be given, but we are open to any suggestions. Contact Mike Swindells (01728454880 or mike.swindells1@btopenworld.com). Some council members feel that the response to this appeal will be a resounding silence, but I am exchanging my official cautious treasurer’s hat for an optimistic one. Please prove me right!!!

Mike Swindells

 

THE LCT 2004 EVENTS CALENDAR

 

LITTER PICK DATES

 

Please meet at the Education centre at 9.30am to collect your litter pickers and black bags. Please remember how important to the Observatories survival these beach cleans are! Refreshments will available after each litter pick in the Observatory and of course, we now have a toilet too!

 

	21st February
	20th March

	24th April
	22nd May

	19th June
	17th July

	21st August
	18th September

	16th October
	13th November

	11th December
	28th December


 

MIGRATION MORNINGS

 

It is hoped, that with a little co-operation from our feathered friends, we will be able to provide a hands-on experience of migration at the Observatory to all who want to participate. The mornings, which will start at 0730hrs, will consist of ringing demonstrations, and either a walk around the adjoining nature reserve or counting the sometimes-spectacular number of migrants passing by, both overhead and at sea. Also, if conditions allow, you may be able to observe the examination of the moths caught overnight in the Observatory moth traps. Hot drinks will be available. So, if you want to experience a little bit of what goes on at a Bird Observatory, please book in advance by contacting either the Observatory, or our bookings officer, Jan Cawston. A charge of £4.00 will be applicable for non-members. 

 

	24th April
	2nd May

	22nd May
	21st August

	4th September
	2nd October

	16th October
	 


 

OTHER EVENTS

 

	2nd May – LCT Spring Public Open Day

	6th June – LCT Spring Open Day

	9-12th July – Pulli Ringing Course on Orfordness in partnership with the National Trust

	31st July – Flatford BBQ

	1st August – LCT Autumn Public Open Day / Friends Day

	17-20th August – LCT Portsmouth-Bilbao Whale-watching cruise

	27-29th August – Beginners Ringing Course in partnership with the Field Studies Centre at Flatford Mill

	10th October – SOG member’s day

	29th-31st – Ringing Permit Holder’s Course – in partnership with the Field Studies Centre at Flatford Mill


 

Justin Zantboer

 

Could all members and friends who receive or expect to receive emails from the LBO mailing list please send a short message to lbo@yahoogroups.com and copy it to bill.mackie@ntlworld.com. Please include your name in order that we can match email addresses to members.

 

 

 

 

